
World leaders gathered at the Copenha-
gen Climate Summit took an historic 
step to halt climate change and global 
warming today. The deal will force ambi-
tious cuts in global carbon emissions, 
end deforestation and help fund climate 
protection measures in the developing 
world.

The intense negotiations spilled into 
the early morning hours with U.N. nego-
tiators eventually emerging clutching a 
170-page document that will set the 
world on a new industrial and economic 
path. The agreement heralds a revolu-
tion in the way energy is produced and 
how tropical rainforests are protected. It 
also provides large sums of money to en-

A TURNING POINT FOR THE PLANET  French President Nicolas Sarkozy, Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel and European Commission President Jose Ma-
nuel Barroso congratulate each other following the Copenhagen Climate Sum-

mit, where world leaders agreed to massive reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions. The new policy came about in response to public protests around 
the globe demanding that world leaders do the right thing for the planet.

Heads of state agree historic climate-saving deal
able developing nations to leapfrog car-
bon-heavy, industrial development to 
create a cleaner future.

The executive secretary of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change, Yvo de Boer, emerged 
bleary-eyed but smiling to declare: “The 
deal has been sealed. A deal that will 
place the world on the path to avert run-
away climate change. A deal we can all 
be proud of.”

A visibly delighted De Boer kicked 
off the closing press conference with a 
celebratory speech worthy of an Oscar 
winner. Clearly emotional, De Boer went 
on to thank European leaders for their 
courage in breaking the deadlock in ne-
gotiations early last summer. The Euro-
pean Union’s landmark pledge last June 
to contribute $50 billion (€35 billion) for 
climate protection measures in develop-
ing countries was matched this week by 
U.S. President Barack Obama, who 
promised to contribute a further $60 bil-
lion (€43 billion).

De Boer went on to thank the army of 
anonymous bureaucrats who worked 
tirelessly to create a coherent frame-
work, the scientists who rang the alarm 
bell and spoke out against political com-
promise and the world leaders who set 
aside their differences and worked to-
gether in the best interest of the planet 
and its people. Most notably, he thanked 
the thousands who, over the past several 
months took part in nonviolent direct ac-
tion to put the agreement’s conditions 
firmly on the negotiating table.

“Thanks to the determined mobiliza-
tion of hundreds of thousands of citi-
zens, the leaders of world have agreed to 
ambitious greenhouse gas emission cuts 
and to fund climate change adaptation 
in the developing world,” said de Boer.

The Copenhagen deal binds indus-
trial nations such as the U.S. and the Eu-
ropean Union to a 40 percent cut in their 
greenhouse gas emissions, compared to 
1990 levels. Developing countries also 
promised to slow their current growth in 

emissions by 30 percent, with the help of 
$155 billion (€110 billion) in total fund-
ing from industrialized countries. The 
deal also sets up a U.N. managed fund to 
help protect forests across the globe.

U.N. secretary-general Ban Ki Moon 
said: “The road to Copenhagen has been 
long and winding, and sometimes felt 
more like a highway to hell, but the deal 
has been sealed. The developed world 
has shouldered its responsibility and 
agreed to make ambitious greenhouse 
gas emission cuts and to fund emission 
reductions and climate change adapta-
tion in the developing world, including 
rainforest protection. In return develop-
ing countries have agreed to adopt the 
necessary reduction measures.”

According to negotiators the deal has 
been structured to keep global tempera-
ture rise to below two degrees Celsius, 
the tipping point beyond which scientists 
warn of runaway climate change. 
Throughout the two weeks of U.N. talks, 
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Mass activism 
just clicks for 
more people 
than ever  

When the deal to save the climate was 
announced in the early hours of the 
morning in Copenhagen the first mar-
kets to respond were in East Asia. Mar-
kets in the Philippines and Indonesia 
soared as analysts adjusted prices to re-
flect the global step back from the 
brink. 

“It’s a complete myth that the mar-
kets have never believed in climate 
change,” said Damon Wong, markets 
analyst with HSBC. “For years long term 
investments in places like the Philip-
pines have been viewed as likely to be 
sunk by the end of the century. Literally. 
Now that civilization is not going to col-
lapse, we can plan for the long term.” 

European markets were also expect-
ed to open sharply higher today, as the 
prospect of massive investment pro-
grams in wind and solar power is expect-
ed to boost national economies. Unex-
pected beneficiaries included U.K. ship-
yards, which are already looking for-
ward to a raft of new orders following 
Gordon Brown’s commitment to put 
100,000 offshore wind turbines in the 
North Sea over the next five years. 

“Building offshore platforms for 100, 
000 turbines and the fleet to install and 
maintain them is a dream come true for 
shipbuilding,” said John Moore of Swan 
Hunter shipyards. “With our experience 
in North Sea drilling this is an area where 
U.K. shipbuilding should lead the 
world.” 

Big winners from the new energy 
economy are expected to be Germany, 
Denmark and Spain, whose investments 
in renewable energy have created thriv-
ing industries. President Sarkozy of 
France was part of a round of late night 
diplomacy, which resulted in the re-
placement of nuclear export agreements 
with guarantees of technical support for 
solar power.

The move could make the pan-Medi-
terranean solar grid a reality, previously 

Over the last six months, hundreds of 
thousands of people across Europe 
participated in nonviolent direct action 
focused on corporate and government 
targets across the continent. 

The protests were designed to dis-
rupt “business as usual” and force these 
companies and politicians into devel-
oping a sane climate change agenda. In 
almost non-stop actions, thousands 
were arrested, raising public aware-
ness of the urgency of action on global 
warming and raising the stakes and po-
litical costs for politicians and corpora-
tions who tried to ignore the issue.

“Financially and in a public-rela-
tions sense, we simply couldn’t afford 
to put a large percentage of the popula-
tion in jail for nonviolent political dis-
sent,” admitted Wolfgang Schäuble, 
the Interior Minister of Germany. “We 
had to change our policy. Personally, I 
was relieved. I’ve always been a closet 
environmentalist and these activists 
made it possible, even fashionable, for 
me to come out of that closet.”

While much of the civil disobedi-
ence was spontaneous or quickly orga-
nized by activist groups, at least one 
website helped make civil disobedi-
ence a mainstream phenomenon. Be-
yondTalk.net provided a convenient 
and accessible method for people to 
participate in nonviolent direct action. 

Those who signed up could learn 
the principles of civil disobedience, in 
the model of Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King, and were then quickly given the 
opportunity to put that knowledge into 
practice. The website also offered an 
“action offset” program that provided 
those who couldn’t risk arrest with the 
means to help those who could by do-
nating funding for food, transportation 
and bail.

“I used to get my energy and envi-
ronmental policy from whatever ener-
gy company I was meeting with that 
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He’s a man that many love to hate, even 
in his own country. French president 
Nicolas Sarkozy is often satirized as 
controlling and pushy and with a bling 
lifestyle and trophy wife whom he loves 
to flaunt. As his many critics analize  
Sarkozy’s complex presidential  
psychology and its impact on his be-
haviour and political actions, the 
French president never seems to miss 
an opportunity for self- publicity. 

Yet even Sarkozy will surely never 
match the startling impact of his decla-
ration upon arrival at the Copenhagen 
summit: “Nuclear is dead. I have killed 
it. This death releases an initial €10 bil-
lion of investment in renewables in 
France and €5 billion to help the devel-

Sarkozy: Nuclear is dead
PARIS

France revolutionizes the 
climate summit, stuns 
delegates and leaders

BY fRANÇOIsE BOUTON

oping world to kick-start mitigation, 
reduce emissions and kill deforesta-
tion by 2015. This is the way forward 
for France and for the planet. 

“We are also withdrawing all state 
support for the construction of new 
generation nuclear power and stop-
ping the Olkiluoto 3 reactor project in 
Finland. The French taxpayer will no 
longer subsidize the dying nuclear in-

‘Clean Coal’ Prank Gone Wrong
Coal industry executives apologized 
for claims  they could produce clean 
coal. “It was a prank that simply got out 
of hand,” said one executive.  Page 14

Climate Activists Worry
Long-time climate activists scored a 
major victory at the Copenhagen Cli-

mate Summit. Now they are worrying 
about their job prospects. Page 17

From the Publishers
This special edition of the International 
Herald Tribune was produced by 
Greenpeace to show world leaders, 
and all of us, the future we might have if 
they do  right by the planet.  Page 54

Global Warming Skeptics 
Switch Positions
Some scientists, who were previously 
outspoken skeptics of global warming, 
are now warning that significantly re-
ducing CO2 emissions  is their new 
worry. “What happens if we reduce our 
emissions too much?” wonders one 
skeptic. Page 9 
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The U.K. abandoned coal. Barack 
Obama, seriously ruffled for once, 
tried to grab back the initiative but was 
ultimately left to follow the French 
lead and belatedly confirmed the Unit-
ed States’ full commitment to peak 
emissions by 2015, 40 percent emis-
sions cuts by 2020 and $60 billion for 
developing countries. 

The United States, China and the 
others scrambled to save face on the 
largest possible public stage. 
Sarkozy’s environmental critics could 
only laud his achievement whilst 
pointing out that they created his pro-
gram in the first place. 

Sarkozy remains a divisive figure. 
His relationship with the other world 
leaders will always be prickly but for 
now he is the man of the hour. Sarkozy 
came to Copenhagen daring to lead 
the drive to meet the global climate 
challenge and through sheer force of 
personality and ambition won the po-
sition he most coveted on the top step 
of the podium. 

dustry. We will use this money for the 
benefit of our future generations, not 
to burden them with nuclear risks and 
death...sorry, debt.” 

His stunning proposal will free up 
massive investment in renewable en-
ergy in France and give technical and 
financial assistance for the developing 
world. He will achieve this by ending 
all subsidies to the French nuclear 
power industry. Determined to domi-
nate proceedings and force forward 
the climate change agenda, he ener-
gized the summit and left his counter-
parts momentarily speechless. 

The consummate risk-taker was 
taking a consummate risk by laying 
out his biggest concession at the out-
set. Other delegates could have been 
taken aback by Sarkozy’s gesture and 
resorted to  gradually decreasing ges-
tures of support. But the gamble 
worked. Sarkozy’s challenge rapidly 
generated a snowball effect of climate 
change-busting bids from world lead-
ers desperate not to be shown up. 

Sarkozy announces an end to reli-
ance on nuclear energy in France.
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We know what happened. Massive 
nonviolent direct actions led to mass 
arrests, filling up the jails, raising mass 
consciousness about climate change 
and putting great pressure on Europe’s 
leaders. This forced a real agenda onto 
the Copenhagen talks, leading to the 
cooperative global solutions that are 
now being implemented. 

Yes, we’re all grateful to those who 
put their lives and livelihoods on the 
line in the streets, shutting down offic-
es, power plants, docks, highways, etc. 
But humanity also owes a debt to an un-
sung group of people. 

The people who didn’t get up off 
their couches. 

The people who sat back and 
watched it all happen on their TVs. 

The only finger they lifted was to 
push a button on their remote, or to 
click their mouse, yet they proved vital 
to the mass movement. 

Thanks to the concept of “action off-
sets,” people who were unable or un-
willing to risk arrest themselves were 
able to log on to websites like Beyond-
Talk.net and donate vital funds to the 
movement to make up for their own in-
action. These donations provided mon-

Heads of state agree historic climate-saving deal
to developing nations. Now the rest of 
the world has followed our lead.”

The international executive director 
of Greenpeace hailed the deal as “a vic-
tory for sanity, for the planet and its 
people” and paid tribute to “all of those 
who campaigned over the years to set 
the conditions for change.”

THE YEAR IN REVIEW Marred by a 
year of political blaming, bickering and 
brinkmanship, the hugely complicated 
negotiating process was in the end gal-
vanized by the accelerating evidence of 
climate change impacts. A bridge to the 
Wilkins ice shelf in Antarctica collapsed 
during one round of talks in April, the 
Arctic sea ice continued to thin, mon-
soons were delayed, hurricanes devas-
tated the mid-western United States 
and forest fires raged out of control.

The breakthrough moment came at 
an E.U. Heads of State meeting in June. 
The European players in the G8 were 
then able to put pressure on Canada, Ja-
pan, Russia and the U.S. to follow suit at 
their summit in July.  Pressure mounted 
over the summer, as thousands of citi-
zens around the world, concerned about 
the climate crisis, joined together and 
made their voices heard.

Many who had never taken to the 
streets before called on their heads of 

state to take personal responsibility for 
saving the climate and to turn up in Co-
penhagen and address the global crisis. 
At a key meeting in Bangkok in Septem-
ber, U.N. negotiators locked in the 40 
percent emissions cuts by 2020 for rich 
nations, challenging undecided nations 
to meet this benchmark.

WORLDWIDE CELEbRATION President 
Obama applauded his fellow world 
leaders: “Change has come to the world 
and we hope a lot less will now come to 
the climate. By focusing on common 
concerns and our common destiny, to-
day we have forged a common purpose. 
Saving the climate means saving our-
selves, saving the economy and invest-
ing in a sustainable future. Today we 
can have hope for tomorrow.”

In a radical break from past declara-
tions, Donald Tusk, the prime minister 
of Poland hailed the end of fossil fuel de-
pendency in Europe. “The days of the 
dark age of coal are numbered. No one 
believed it, but the [European Union] 
has helped the world free itself from the 
shackles of fossil fuels and embrace the 
energy of the sun, the wind and the 
earth. The pro-democracy revolution 
that began in the shipyards of Gdansk 
over 20 years ago has culminated in Eu-
rope’s ‘solidarity’ with developing coun-

tries in the name of the climate.”
“Finally, we have the backing of all 

the Europeans in protecting what’s left 
of the Amazon,” said President Lula da 
Silva of Brazil. “We already exported 
our best football players to their wealthy 
European teams; we just don’t want to 
send wood, soy and meat to them any 
more. Viva el clima!”

“Oh my God, this is like the best 
group activity I’ve ever done,” said Mitzi 
C., age 18, who was at the public gather-
ing outside the summit on a sub-zero 
winter night. “In fact, it’s the only group 
activity I’ve ever done. Until now, my 
entire social life has been on Facebook. 
This is so much more rewarding.”

Danish police and security forces 
had been on high alert fearing civil un-
rest as hundreds of thousands of people 
gathered outside the venue to await the 
summit outcome. The chief of police 
said the celebrations went on all night 
and no arrests were made. In fact, most 
of the police were sent home early.

Many diplomats were seen to loosen 
their ties and join the celebrations. En-
joying a job well done, one of the Euro-
pean Commission’s top negotiators 
said: “Tonight and tomorrow we party, 
and then it will be back to work to get the 
deal ratified and make sure the commit-
ments are kept.”

thousands of coordinated grassroots 
actions. Riding on the coattails of this 
wave of popular support, the World 
Heritage Committee seized upon the 
opportunity to get the atmosphere pro-
tected by adding it to the list of World 
Heritage Sites. 

World Conservation Union presi-
dent Ian McWanger reported, “For a 
long time now we have been evaluating 
the atmosphere’s importance to the 
Earth. Through modern research in-
volving lasers and balloons we are able 
to declare, without a doubt, that we 
need to protect the atmosphere, and 
that we haven’t been doing a very good 
job up to this point.” Indeed, CO2 levels 
in the atmosphere have risen as much 
as 22 percent in the past 50 years 
alone. 

Lobbyists were quick to provide 
their own response to this highly popu-
lar legislation, by promising an equiva-
lent amount of public funding to Exx-
on-Mobil, which has begun research to 
develop a new, petroleum-based atmo-
sphere. This offer, and the offer by Shell 
to offset their pollution by protecting 
Mars’ atmosphere instead, were both 
met with such diverse and pervasive 
global backlash and boycotts that both 
companies have subsequently changed 
their names to “not-Philip-Morris” and 
“Clean Green Oils,” respectively. 

With the atmosphere in the hands of 
public domain, residents of the world 
are finally free to walk through a field, 
gaze up at the protected sky, and 
breathe fresh air, with the knowledge 
that their skies and air will now be pro-
tected. 

The World Conservation Union is 
“thrilled at this step that will help to up-
hold our group’s mission to conserve 
the world” and is looking into making 
the ocean a World Heritage Site also. “A 
gentleman from Not-Philip-Morris ar-
gued with me against recognizing the 
importance of the atmosphere. He said 
that the atmosphere isn’t cultural, so it 
isn’t within our purview,” said 
McWanger. “But, hey, I told him: No at-
mosphere, no humanity. No humanity, 
no culture. It’s a no-brainer.” 

The World Heritage Committee has of-
ficially declared the Earth’s atmo-
sphere as the newest addition to its fa-
mous “World Heritage Sites.” Finally 
taking its place alongside such won-
ders as Chichen-Itza and the city of Fez, 
the atmosphere had long been rejected 
from inclusion in this list for what has 
been cited as “political differences.” 

However, earlier this month the 
World Conservation Union, an adviso-
ry body to the World Heritage Commit-
tee, determined the atmosphere to be 
of “Outstanding Universal Value” and 
subsequently championed the atmo-
sphere’s addition to the list of World 
Heritage Sites. 

A commemorative plaque is set to 
be placed on the atmosphere by weath-
er balloon as soon as possible, and im-
mediate changes are being made to 
protect this universal resource. 

“For years,” laments climatologist 
Richard Hower, “people have been 
abusing the atmosphere.” With its new 
status, restrictions will apply as to the 
amount of pollution, particularly CO2 
and methane, which is allowed to enter 
the atmosphere. 

“Until now, this site was completely 
unprotected,” reports climate expert  
Wu Chi. “Certain countries were treat-
ing it like a landfill, without regard for it 
as an international site of huge value 
and importance. As a World Heritage 
Site, the atmosphere is sure to get the 
protection it deserves.” 

Within the guidelines for the atmo-
sphere’s inclusion as a World Heritage 
Site, specific conditions are named in 
order to protect its sustained health. 
One such requirement, to keep its CO2 

levels below 350 parts per million, was 
brought to the forefront of this year’s 
Copenhagen Climate Summit through 
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Legislation makes sure  
atmosphere will get the 
protection it deserves

BY HILLARY IONEsCO Exxon finally comes clean

Atmosphere named 
world heritage site

After years of waging a disinformation 
campaign denying climate change, 
ExxonMobil, the American oil and gas 
giant, has announced that it is convert-
ing fully to renewable energy, follow-
ing the positive outcome of the U.N. 
climate summit in Copenhagen. 

The corporation has also agreed to 
pay off the fines originally awarded by a 
jury that the judge later reduced from 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989. They  
also will pay for the creation and en-
forcement of a marine reserve in Prince 
William Sound, where the 11 million 
gallon oil spill occurred, killing much of 
the region’s wildlife.

In a press conference this morning 
at Exxon’s headquarters in Texas, CEO 
Rex Tillerson admitted, “We tried to 
avoid taking action on climate change 
by funding climate skeptics and by 
claiming that more scientific study was 
needed. We were fully aware of the 
overwhelming amount of scientific evi-
dence showing the need for serious 
emissions reductions. We regret being 
a powerful obstacle to real solutions 
and political progress, and are grateful 
to be forced to act responsibly.”

Since 1998, Exxon has spent in ex-
cess of $23 million funding a small army 
of denial scientists, amplifying their 
voices and injecting them into the me-
dia and policy arenas. But today Tiller-
son claimed that they were immediately 

DALLAS

ExxonMobil abandons 
fossil fuels and creates 
Alaskan marine reserve 

BY  pETRO CHEMICA

the consequences of inaction were driv-
en home by representatives of countries 
from all corners of the globe.

From North and South, developed 
and developing country representatives 
shared their fears of mass migration, 
mass starvation and mass extinctions. 
They warned that unchecked climate 
change would make poverty permanent 
in the developing world and severely 
impact those in developed countries. 
The meeting also addressed the risk that 
geopolitical tensions would increase 
under a warmed world. Reduced sup-
plies of potable water, decimated arable 
land and mass migration from areas ei-
ther flooded or rendered uninhabitable 
by sea level rise and increased tempera-
tures could all trigger bloody regional 
conflicts.

Fredrik Reinfeld, Sweden’s prime 
minister and current holder of the Euro-
pean Union’s rotating presidency told 
reporters at the summit that the E.U. 
had played its part. “I feel proud that my 
European colleagues and I have been 
able to make a difference. We were the 
first to break the deadlock at an E.U. 
summit six months ago by agreeing that 
Europe and other rich countries had a 
responsibility to repay their carbon debt 

ey for food, transportation, shelter and 
bail money for those willing to partici-
pate more directly. 

“It’s like ‘carbon offsets,’ where you 
pay to plant a tree to make up for flying 
on an airplane,” explained Christopher 
Timson, the inventor of action offsets. 
“Except in this case, it’s not bullshit. 
Your money actually does fund direct 
action in a clear and useful way. Maybe 
not everyone can get in the streets, I 
don’t know, but lots of people have a 
few extra bucks. Every successful 
movement has to meet people where 
they are, and accept support in what-
ever form people are able to give it.” 

Indeed, thousands of “eco-couch 
potatoes” signed up to financially off-
set their inaction, and help the active, 
on BeyondTalk.net. 

“I was thrilled to be able to partici-
pate,” said Meryl McIntyre, 47, an ac-
countant in Fargo, North Dakota. 
“Since I’m the sole breadwinner, my 
husband didn’t want me to go raise a 
ruckus. But I could put a bit of that 
‘bread’ into something I believe in.” 

“Honestly, I just really hate the smell 
of tear gas,” said Bruno Schmidt, 24, a 
car salesman in Bonn. “I’m very sensi-
tive to that, and I also have a neurotic 
fear of being dragged over asphalt by 
burly men. But I’ve had a good year, 
sold a lot of hybrids. And I knew it was 
time to give something back. I logged 
on to BeyondTalk.net, and for just a few 
hundred euros, I paid for the train tick-
ets and food money for an entire affin-
ity group of climate activists. They sent 
me a thank you email with photos of 
their arrest. It’s a warm feeling.” 

withdrawing all funding from every one 
of these organizations.

Last year Exxon finally admitted, in 
their Corporate Citizenship Report, 
that these organizations were causing 
problems for action on climate because 
their “position on climate change could 
divert attention from how the world will 
secure the energy required for econom-
ic growth in an environmentally re-
sponsible manner.” Tillerson said today 
that this was “the understatement of the 
year,” and went on to say: “We have 
been at the heart of U.S. inaction on cli-
mate change for more than a decade, 

but today this comes to an end.”
Last year’s funding of two of the 

world’s most outspoken skeptics, Sallie 
Baliunas and Willie Soon, was a “trav-
esty,” he said, and had caused him 
sleepless nights. “It’s a relief to get rid of 
them, to be honest. I hope they shut up 
now.”

As the world’s largest publicly trad-
ed company, Exxon has no choice but to 
act on the demands from the majority of 
their shareholders. Tillerson ended his 
announcement by saying, “It became 
clear at the E.U. Heads of State meeting 
in June that world leaders were taking a 

stand against fossil fuels. Ever since 
then our share values have been falling 
beyond what any of us were expecting. 
By the time Copenhagen came around, 
we knew we had to make significant 
changes, literally overnight.”

Recently an independent opinion 
poll of Exxon shareholders revealed 
that 89 percent of them were not only 
concerned about their imminent loss of 
profit due to increasing political support 
for renewable energy, but that they were 
infuriated with Exxon for lying to them 
about climate change and funding cli-
mate skeptics for so many years.

In another astonishing turnaround, 
Exxon also announced that they have  
voluntarily agreed to pay the full $5 bil-
lion in punitive damages that was or-
dered by a trial jury following the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill in 1989. Even though an 
appeals court reduced this amount by 
half and a further appeal ruling by the 
United States Supreme Court lowered it 
to $500 million, Exxon has now insisted 
on paying the original fine.

“It’s the 20th anniversary of the spill 
this year and we realize that sufficient 
reparations are long overdue,” said an 
Exxon spokesperson at a press confer-
ence this afternoon in Anchorage, Alas-
ka. “We would also like to fund the cre-
ation and enforcement of a no-take 
marine reserve in Prince William Sound 
to protect this fragile marine environ-
ment from any future oil spills and to 
prohibit any form of commercial ex-
ploitation. We are currently working on 
this project with President Obama and 
expect to open the marine reserve in 
2010. It will be called the ‘Exxonerated 
Ocean Park.’” 

New market 
for ‘action 
offsets’

 
Marine life will benefit from protected climate and no-take reserves.

 
The atmosphere will have a World Heritage plaque placed near here.
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world News EUROpE

Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
was rushed to hospital late today and 
treated for confetti inhalation and minor 
hug-related injuries sustained at the 
hero’s welcome he received in Rome on 
return from the climate summit. Grate-
ful Italians overwhelmed security at Fi-
umicino airport to greet the formerly 
self-centered leader and cheer his vir-
tuoso performance on the world stage. 

Beppe Grillo, formerly one of Ber-
lusconi’s most outspoken detractors, 
immediately announced his new show 
would be called  “Miracles Happen.” 

“I don’t know what part of him to 
kiss,” said Grillo. “His big bald head for 
coming up with the plan to create jobs in 
Italy around solar power, the firm hand 
that made the deal with Chrysler to pro-
vide small energy-efficient Fiats to the 
U.S. market, or those ‘palle’ he needed 
to face down the British opposition to a 
tough line on emissions.” 

Silvio Berlusconi’s transformation 
from tycoon to statesman could not 
have been more surprising. Famed for 
gaffes that evoked howls of laughter ev-

In Greece, sun shines for renewable energy 

Berlusconi confounds critics
efficiency research. 

“I promised a million Italian jobs, 
and we will have a million Italian jobs, 
even if I have to take personal respon-
sibility to pay for them myself,” he an-
nounced. Sales of Austin Minis soared 
briefly, until a spokesperson clarified 
that the Prime Minister was actually 
talking about employment, and not 
planning to do multiple remakes of the 
1969 Michael Caine film. 

Also at the airport to greet Italy’s 
leader was former Prime Minister Ro-
mano Prodi, who Berlusconi sought 
out in the crowd. “This guy, I love this 
guy!” said Berlusconi. “His decision to 
discount taxes by 55 percent on busi-
nesses that work on energy efficiency 
and renewables was part of what got 
me thinking. More than 30,000 small 
and medium green companies, mostly 
in the North, are making profits thanks 
to that 55 percent tax break.” 

Berlusconi stunned the Copenha-
gen Climate Summit in a breathtaking 
act of statesmanship that few expect-
ed from the 73-year-old leader. 
Speeches by prime ministers at cli-
mate summits are traditionally rhe-
torical, with little substance and less 
impact on the actual proceedings. But 
the insurance magnate/media mogul/
prime minister ignored that tradition.  
He challenged the E.U. leaders to take 
tough action on climate change. “Drop 

these ridiculous excuses that it’s im-
possible! That it’s not in your narrow 
national interests! It IS possible! Our 
survival is at stake! What more com-
pelling interest is there than that?” 

His speech ranged from the direct 
– “enough solar energy falls on the 
surface of the earth every 40 minutes 
to meet 100 percent of the entire 
world’s energy needs for a full year” – 
to the analytical – “a recent Milan Boc-
coni University study predicted a 
quarter million jobs would be created” 
by the need to reach tough E.U. renew-
able energy targets by 2020. He added, 
with a grin and a wink at the cameras, 
that Italy’s share of those jobs would 
outstrip the number of workers cur-
rently employed by Fiat. 

Berlusconi then abandoned proto-
col by turning on U.K. leader Gordon 
Brown with a stinging attack about the 
need for European leadership to stop 
runaway climate change. At this mo-
ment, French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy shocked the audience when 
he stood up to say that Berlusconi was 
making sense. 

Soon other European leaders, such 
as Germany’s Angela Merkel, rallied 
behind Berlusconi and his peers at the 
Copenhagen Climate Summit unani-
mously voted to adopt 90 percent re-
ductions in greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050.

The Greek government is bucking its 
image as a bureaucratic nightmare for 
those who want to develop clean ener-
gy alternatives, speeding up the pro-
cess and setting new, high targets. 

A spokesperson for the energy min-
istry, returning from the landmark Co-
penhagen Climate Summit said “At 
long last we can make use of Greece’s 
abundant clean energy resources for 
our own benefit. For decades it has 
been English and German tourists 
soaking up our glorious summer sun, 
now we will be taking it back and feed-
ing it into the grid.” 

In a surprising turn of events, the 
main opposition parties supported new 
legislation, which scraps the unfair 
procedures that endlessly stall clean 
energy development. Generally coal-

ROME (AP)

Berlusconi stuns 
climate summit with 
policy shift

BY MATTIA GRENADO

Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi delivered an unexpected and tide-turning speech at the Copenhagen 
Climate Summit.

STEFANO mONTESI
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power stations approvals typically take 
only about six months. 

Until now, investors have been kept 
waiting for so long from so many differ-
ent public agencies that many projects 

failed. In fact, seeing projects through 
was sometimes a comedy of errors, like 
the time the Water Utility halted a pho-
tovoltaic installation over fears of tox-
icity that one of their interns read on 
the internet. 

“This is great news,” said Mr. Papa-
dopoulos, president of the Renewable 
Energy Producers Association. “You 
can’t believe the things we had to go 
through. A wind park project was 
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Zero-emission forms of energy to benefit from streamlined procedures.

SoUTh AfRiCA

More jobs for South Africa, says 
Trevor Manuel
South Africans rejoiced following 
Planning Minister Trevor Manuel’s an-
nouncement last night that at least one 
million green jobs will be created in the 
next six months in the country’s  move 
toward the energy revolution. The 
adoption of a greener economy follows 
South Africa’s commitment to reduce 
its carbon emissions during the Copen-
hagen Climate Summit.

This shift in allocation of resources 
from other sectors to renewable energy 
is critical for South Africa, which was 
the 14th highest emitter of CO2 globally. 
Already 25 percent of the 2009 budget 
has been dedicated to investing in re-
newable energy technologies. Part of 
this funding will go into training of staff 
to take on the green jobs. 

In his speech yesterday, the Minister 
noted that this energy revolution is the 
beginning of a new era for South Afri-
cans. “We are acting immediately to 
invest in new technologies like concen-
trated solar power and wind turbines, 
and green job creation as part of our 
economic planning,” he said.

This new plan will also see at least a 
15 percent increase in economic 
growth over the next five years. 

Manuel’s announcement was met 
with excitement in a country where un-
employment rates have risen drasti-
cally over the past two years to about 23 
percent. 

“Finally, I can get new skills and do a 
cleaner job,” said Thebo, a former min-
er who lost his job two years ago.
These developments are a clear sign 
that the South African government is 
determined to meet its targets to reduce 
carbon emissions by 30 percent in 
2020. 

The commitments will not only see 
a reduction in the amount of coal that 
South Africa has been using at home 
but also a drop in its exports to China 
and India. South Africa has been heav-
ily reliant on coal to meet its energy 
needs and is the world’s sixth largest 
coal producer.

UniTED kingDoM

Coal plants for emergency  
housing and art 
With rapid cuts in emissions agreed, 
decommissioned power plants can 
now help solve the housing crisis in 
crowded cities. Some authorities are 
putting forward proposals for turning 
old coal power plants into housing, 
galleries or deluxe community cen-
ters. “Of course there’s going to be a 
lot of cleaning up first,” said Martha 
Glade of Clean Up Coal. 

“These structures are enormous. 
Why waste all that concrete and steel? 
If the Tate Modern in London can use 
an old power station, why not oth-
ers?” 

Jim Bent, former U.K. vagrant, 
and now a professional advocate for 
low-income housing said, “I can tell 
you that many of those on the streets 
would jump at the chance to live in an 
abandoned power station. In fact, 
many already do.” 

He did have some concerns over 
the re-use of nuclear facilities.“Not 
likely mate, we may be homeless but 
we don’t want to glow in the dark,” he 
explained. 

blocked two years ago by the Civil Avia-
tion Agency when it demanded all wind 
turbines be painted with red and white 
stripes.”

 In another case, citizens in a remote 
village filed a case against the construc-
tion of a wind park nearby claiming 
that the wind turbines were responsi-
ble for bees failing to produce honey. 

“Hopefully we will now make up 
lost ground,” said Mr. Papadopoulos. 
The Ministry even issued a kind of  
apology for the past bureaucratic bun-
gling, admitting that requiring a state-
ment of support from the board mem-
bers’ mother-in-laws was a tad super-
fluous. 

Along with the trimmed approvals 
Greece’s Environment Minister an-
nounced a new target of 10 GW of in-
stalled renewable energy capacity by 
2020. “This might at the end be too 
modest a target for us,” the minister 
concluded. 

erywhere except in Italy, where nobody 
heard about them because he owned 
the media, Berlusconi was not rated a 

serious player at the talks. But that all 
ended when he delivered an epic speech 
that won the day, including his surprise 

announcement that he would divest all 
holdings in Mediaset and Fininvest and 
instead support renewable energy and 

ATHENS

BY GEORGIO spIROs

“ At long last, we can make use of 
Greece’s abundant clean energy 
resources for our own benefit. 
For decades it has been English 
and German tourists soaking up 
our glorious summer sun . . .”

RANDY OHC 
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While the whole world will benefit from 
the global warming treaty signed by 
world leaders at the U.N. climate talks, 
another big winner in Copenhagen this 
week was the Amazon.

Brazil has pledged to ensure zero 
deforestation of the Amazon under the 
international treaty to combat global 
warming and all of the participating 
nations have pledged to provide the 
funds to make that possible.

Brazil’s President Luiz Inácio Lula 
da Silva, announcing the zero defores-
tation pledge said, “This pledge is im-
portant not only because it will save 
forests, but also because it is good for 
the climate. Deforestation causes more 
climate pollution than all the cars, 
trucks, planes, trains and ships in the 
world combined. Saving the Amazon 
protects the Earth’s richest natural 
treasure and also protects us all in a 
vulnerable time.”

Lula’s government had to overcome 
fierce lobbying by the agribusiness in-
dustry to make the zero deforestation 
commitment. Cattle ranchers in par-
ticular are one of Brazil’s strongest and 
wealthiest industries and also the chief 
cause of deforestation in the Amazon. 
It is estimated that the cattle industry 
clears thousands of acres every year to 
create new grazing land for its live-
stock.

Defying the cattle industry, there-
fore, could well have been political sui-
cide for Lula, whose term ends in Janu-
ary of 2011, and for his loyalists when 
they run for office.

Mass public support, however, gave 
Lula the political cover he needed to 
strike a sweeping deal to protect the 
Amazon. Here in Brasilia as well as in 
cities and forest villages throughout 
Brazil, demonstrations called on the 

India turns its back on the 
carbon economy
NEW DELHI

Radical departure from 
old ways for clean and 
safe future

BY INDIRA KHAN

ATLANTA

“Free Radicals” in the U.S. 
douse corporate and 
government officials to get 
good climate deal

BY THEO GREENER

One outcome of the Copenhagen Climate Summit was a zero deforestation pledge from Brazil, made possible by support from developed nations.

On tour at Alberta tar sands resort

president to protect the Amazon. Envi-
ronmentalists, human rights activists 
and indigenous groups found common 
ground on this issue, and they were fi-
nally listened to at the global climate 
deal reached in Copenhagen. The new 
deal now has a mechanism to reduce 
emissions from deforestation and deg-
radation, known as REDD in the lan-
guage of the treaty. This puts Brazil into 
negotiations with developed countries 
such as the United States, United King-
dom, Germany, Japan and Norway, 
who will provide money and resources 
to keep the Amazon standing. In a kind 
of reciprocal back-scratching arrange-

ment, the forests now help those coun-
tries to meet their ambitious emissions 
reductions targets.

The fund-based approach is being 
praised for its robust measures, which 
recognize indigenous peoples and lo-
cal communities that depend on tropi-
cal forests. The deal has been champi-
oned by environmental groups for an 
immediate halt to emissions from for-
estry and because it safeguards clean 
water and protects biodiversity.

It wasn’t all group hugs in the inter-
national negotiations, however. There 
were moves to try to insert forestry 
‘credits’ into the international carbon 

market, which could be bought and 
sold between polluting nations.

But rapid action from human rights 
advocates, financial experts and envi-
ronmental groups squashed the pro-
posal by demonstrating that the forests 
and markets don’t mix. Their view is 
that the move would have created a 
large pool of low-priced “forest offsets” 
that would depress carbon prices and 
undermine investments in clean tech-
nologies.

Protesters in Copenhagen likened 
the relatively unreliable and low-quali-
ty offsets to the “sub-prime” mortages, 
threatening the integrity of the new 

carbon trading systems created by the 
international climate treaty.

Human rights groups also lobbied 
against the offsetting approach. “If you 
let someone save a forest in Indonesia 
but keep on polluting at home, there is 
not really a net gain as far as the climate 
goes,” said Joe Greene of the Alliance 
to Protect Our Kids’ Future.

At the eleventh hour, the treaty ne-
gotiators dropped the proposal, and 
created an independent fund for for-
ests, which all signatories to the climate 
treaty have agreed to pay into to protect 
this vital source of carbon storage. 

In a dramatic turnaround, and to Eu-
rope’s delight and surprise, the United 
States has come to Copenhagen to lead 
the way with visionary policy changes 
and green technological innovations. 
Until now, the U.S. had blocked global 
efforts to solve the problem of climate 
change.

The profound shift in American 
policy was the result of months of con-
stant, mass civil disobedience and di-
rect action. There were twice-weekly 
sit-ins in Congressional offices, as well 

as an untold number of protests which 
gained prominence thanks to a steady 
stream of media-savvy arrests.

This mass civil disobedience took 
many forms, and came from many 
sources. There was even a “disobedi-
ence database,” BeyondTalk.net, that 
helped to make civil disobedience ac-
ceptable to the mainstream.

But some of the strongest direct ac-
tion came from a distinctly non-main-
stream source: America’s populist mi-
litia movement. During the months 
leading up to Copenhagen, these “All-
American” patriots better known for 

U.S. patriots turn green
harassing immigrants took to dunking, 
dousing, and hosing down CEOs and 
policymakers they deemed guilty of 
contributing to global warming.

American militias have often been 
thought of as an extremist, right-wing, 
isolationist and xenophobic move-
ment. “Minutemen” prowled the bor-
der with Mexico to capture illegal im-
migrants. Other militia groups con-
ducted armed maneuvers to prepare 
for an expected invasion by the United 
Nations and “black helicopters.”

But the threat of total global climate 
chaos pushed these groups from con-
spiracy theory to deep ecology, aided 
by progressive activists who have made 
it a priority to speak with groups from 
across the cultural divide. By framing 
the climate crisis in terms of common 
survival and a common enemy, they 
alerted so-called “red state,” working-
class and religious populations to the 
impending danger.

The result? American militia groups 
are attacking the problem by going 
straight to its source. And their actions 
have threatened the dignity of the top 
executives of the world’s most eco-de-
structive corporations by dousing them 
with water.

 “If the ice shelves break off, as 
they’re starting to do, water levels will 
rise 11 feet,” said one Oregonian known 
only as ‘Vandal.’ “Every American is 
born with the sacred, God-given right 
to be underwater only if he or she 
chooses to be. If they’re going to take 
that right away from us, then, by Christ, 

we’ll take it away from them.” ‘Vandal’ 
then turned and joined a group of bik-
ers from the Marauders Motorcycle 
Club to protectively patrol the perim-
eter of one of the United States’ last old 
growth forests.

 “What was the Boston Tea Party? 
Breaking and entering! Felony prop-
erty damage! Heck, this is just good 
clean all-American fun for the whole 
family!” exclaimed one militiaman in 
Philadelphia whose family had accom-
panied him to a corporate dousing.

“If climate change continues, we’re 
going to have the largest illegal-immi-
grant problem this world has ever 
seen,” said an Arizona militiaman. 
“It’ll be just like the hordes that threw 
out the Romans. The time to dunk is 
now.”

Last week executives of Alcoa, one 
of America’s worst polluters, were 
fully submerged in water during a 
shareholders’ meeting. Their meeting 
was interrupted by a bucket-bearing 
militia supported by renegade fire-
men, who turned their fire-hoses on 
the top brass on the elevated stage. A 
number of Armani suits were water-
logged beyond recognition.

“Yes, this is a $5,000 sharkskin suit, 
but that doesn’t mean it helps me to 
swim,” said a marketing executive as 
he tried to find the humor in a daunting 
situation. “I’ve taken to bringing snor-
keling gear with me wherever I go, and 
it just looks ridiculous. I think we’re 
going to have to figure out greener 
ways to make aluminum. I really don’t 
want this to be part of my daily life any-
more. The dry-cleaning alone is killing 
me.”

Leaders in Europe have been care-
fully watching the mass dousings 
across the Atlantic. Earlier this year, 
European activists threatened similar 
tactics, but the threats were never act-
ed upon as European leaders moved 
quickly to do right by the planet. The 
leaders first made clear their inten-
tions at the E.U. Heads of State meet-
ing in Brussels in June, disappointing 
many activists from around Europe 
who were eager to revive a wide vari-
ety of local dousing traditions. 

AfRiCA

Climate protection is 
women’s work 
Research by the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) has shown that 
women are likely to equal or outnum-
ber men in green sectors of the econo-
my, following the Copenhagen Climate 
Summit. The halt to global warming 
will also reverse trends of desertifica-
tion, lack of drinking water and the 
spread of disease in poorer regions. 
“These impacts [of climate change] of-
ten hit women the hardest,” said Amadi 
Oduya, head of the Women’s Union for 
Equality based in Kenya. “We are glad 
that social movements were able to 
force such a fair deal with the global 
North.” 

CAnADA

Eco-tourism boom
Canada’s sustainable energy practices 
have also created growth in the eco-
tourism sector, displaying dangerous 
practices now halted by international 
policy. “We’re in a great position to 
show the world what not to do,” said 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper yester-
day. “My government has recognized 
our past history of environmental 
atrocities and we want to share this 
legacy so it is not repeated elsewhere.” 
Contaminated Canada Travel is 
launching ‘How Not To’ tours includ-
ing treks to Alberta’s toxic lakes and to 
the sites of exploded hydrogen sulfide 
pipes in British Columbia.“With these 
tours we want both Canadians and visi-
tors to remember the real cost of dirty 
energy. “Never again,” concluded Jim 
Prentice, Canada’s Minister of the En-
vironment. 
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million people from their homes. Mak-
ing a poignant reference to his own 
former refugee status, Prime Minister 
Singh said, “I have personal experi-
ence of what it feels to be displaced. 
That fate is not one that should be vis-
ited upon another 125 million of my 
countrymen.”

“Internal displacement aside, cli-
mate change will also affect agricul-
ture and further undermine our food 
security. Given that every third mal-
nourished child on the planet is Indian, 
unless urgent action is taken on cli-
mate change, we cannot meet most of 
our Millennium Development Goals.”

As the development versus environ-
ment debate heats up in India, China 
and other countries across the globe 
are facing significant internal pressure 
to balance the material aspirations of 
their own people with their very sur-
vival.

According to Dr. Singh, this is no 
longer a debate. “India can sustain its 
economic growth without increasing 

its carbon emissions. Today, our gov-
ernment is setting a target of 48 per-
cent renewables by 2050. With that in 
place, 915 GigaWatts of our electricity 
could be coming from sources you can 
pluck straight out of the sky: the wind, 
the sun’s rays. When India implements 
my plan, no new thermal power plants 
or coal mines will be required.”

Currently, more than 68 percent of 
India’s energy needs are met by burn-
ing fossil fuels – over 92.3 percent of 
which are coal – at a cost of over $140 
billion every year. Coal-fired thermal 
power plants are also responsible for 
half a billion metric tons of CO2 that 
India emits every year, while the auto-
motive sector produces another 8.6 
million metric tons.

In a scathing attack on the oil and 
coal industries attempting to seek 
ramped-up subsidies from New Delhi, 
the usually soft-spoken Dr. Singh said, 
“We cannot allow these ‘Fossil Fools’ to 
pretend that a climate catastrophe can 
simply be wished away.” 

Amazon forest a big winner in Denmark

Everyone remembers where they were 
when men landed on the moon, when 
the Berlin wall came down and when 
Obama won the election. In the years to 
come, what happened today in New 
Delhi will become one such indelible 
moment for a nation of 1.3 billion.

In a radical departure from the sta-
tus quo and stated policy, India’s re-
appointed Prime Minister Dr. Manmo-
han Singh used his first nationally-tele-
vised address to announce an end to a 
century of dependence on fossil fuels.

“The people of the world’s largest 
democracy cannot be complacent. 
Four years of business-as-usual has 
grown India’s economy, but four more 
years of these policies would have un-
thinkable results for India and the rest 
of the world.”

Referring to the 2015 ‘tipping point’ 
when global temperature rise is ex-
pected to reach the point of no return, 
Dr. Singh asserted, “We have to act 
now. Six years from now we’ll only be 
reacting to disaster after disaster.”

According to a recent study re-
leased by Kofi Annan, 300,000 people 
per year are already dying from cli-
mate change impacts. Millions more 
are suffering from its effects including 
sea-level rise, coastal erosion, in-
creased droughts, floods and forest 
fires.

In Bangladesh and India alone, cli-
mate change impacts could force 125 

bRASILIA, bRAZIL

Public pressure enabled 
international policy 
changes

BY JOsE CHINGU

According to a study released 
by Kofi Annan, 300,000 people 
per year are already dying from 
climate change impacts.
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India’s Prime Minister Manmohan Singh says yes to renewable energy.

Executives fearing  confrontations over climate prepare for the worst.
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This paper was produced to show world leaders, and all of us, the future we all might have if they 
do right by the planet at the Copenhagen Climate summit in December. The path to this future starts 
now at the E.U. Heads of state Meeting on June 18 in Brussels. European leaders need to show the 
rest of the world that it is possible to make progress towards a global agreement to reduce the 
world’s greenhouse gas emissions and ensure a healthy planet for future generations. we can’t 
change the science. we need to change the politics.

The landmark climate deal announced 
at the Copenhagen Climate Summit 
shows that the nations of the world 
can cooperate to deal with the harrow-
ing threat of global warming.  And the 
crucial role played by European lead-
ers in breaking the deadlock, reviving 
the faltering international negotia-
tions and helping to bring the U.S. 
back into the climate fold, should not 
be overlooked. 

As far back as 2006 Nicholas Stern, 
former chief economist of the World 
Bank, had warned that global warm-
ing would have social and economic 
costs on a scale “similar to those asso-
ciated with the great wars and the eco-
nomic depression of the first half of 
the 20th century.” It was clear at that 
time that “failure to act now will exact 
much greater penalties later on.” 
(“Avoiding Calamity On the Cheap,” 
NYT, Nov 3, 2006). 

The E.U. got the message but in 
2008, European leaders pledged to 
make unilateral cuts in emissions al-
though the scale of their ambition was 
still not in line with science. In 2008, 
they set these cuts into law. In 2009, 
President Obama slowly began to en-
gage with the international commu-
nity. On a rainy day in Brussels in June 
this year came the crucial turning 
point.  

At the European Heads of State 
meeting six months ago, E.U. leaders 

threw down the proverbial gauntlet by 
agreeing to contribute $50 billion for 
climate protection measures in devel-
oping countries and they urged U.S. 
President Barack Obama to follow 
their lead. 

With the support of European lead-
ers, President Obama pushed Con-
gress to rethink the Waxman bill, the 
original version of which set weak 
emissions reductions targets, far be-
low what scientists say is necessary to 
avert runaway climate change. In a 
few short weeks an amended version 
of the bill was passed. This tough new 

law puts the U.S. 
in line with Europe 
and climate sci-
ence. 

Now, with a 
strong cl imate 
deal agreed in Co-
penhagen which 
includes emis-
sions caps for de-

veloped countries, financial mecha-
nisms to help protect the world’s re-
maining forests, and support for cli-
mate action in the developing world, 
the U.S. has re-joined the internation-
al community, righting the wrongs of 
the previous administration. World 
leaders have finally shown the vision 
that is necessary to give our planet a 
fighting chance of turning back from 
the brink of climate change.

A tIMELy U-tURN FoR PLANEt EARtH
E.U. leaders were driving force

IHT: Mr. Klaus, before we start talking about 
the climate summit which has just finished…

VK: Please address me as Mr. President.  
I am still the President.

IHT: But isn’t it true that your people are 
turning on you because of your refusal to com-
ply with the decisions of the Copenhagen Cli-
mate Summit?

VK: My people will see the light. I have  
already explained to them that we are a land-
locked country, so even if these so-called 
“oceans” supposedly do “rise,” due to so-called 
“global warming,” we will not be harmed. In 
fact, some of our neighbors and historic  
enemies will be flooded, and we may end up 
with some very nice beachfront property. So 
what are they worried about?

IHT: You are known as perhaps the last 
head of state skeptical about climate change, 
now that George Bush has left office. But one 
hundred Nobel Laureates have stated that cli-
mate change is a clear and present danger 
caused by human activity.  Do you really be-
lieve that Nobel Prize winning scientists are 
involved in a conspiracy to convince the world 

about global warming?
VK: Nobel Prize, Shnobel Prize. My dear 

friend George Bush knew what to do with 
these so-called “scientific findings.” That’s 
what the DELETE key on your keyboard is 
for.

IHT: The climate change summit has just 
finished. What are your thoughts on the out-
comes and their impact on global warming?

VK: Alleged global warming, alleged! And 
please, do not demonize carbon dioxide. It is a 
very useful gas. Plants need it, we exhale it and 

it is also found in soda water. You’re not one of 
these Americans who stigmatizes seltzer, are 
you?

IHT: What about those South Pacific  
islands and their inhabitants that are under an 
imminent threat due to the rise of ocean  
level?

VK: What islands?
IHT: I mean Tuvalu, Carterets, Marshall 

and Maldives where people are threatened by 
rising water levels caused by climate change. 
What options do you think they have?

VK: Let’s use logic: since there is no climate 
change, the waters are not rising, and no  
islands will be submerged. Even if the waters 
are rising for some other reason, these inhab-
itants have the freedom to move wherever 
they want.

IHT: But some countries have already indi-
cated they would refuse to accept these island-
ers as climate refugees.

VK: This does not reduce these people’s 
freedom to make another choice. Treading 
water is very good for your cardiovascular 
system. 

the road to my green conversion 

opinion:
“the 
waters are 
not rising 
and no 
islands will 
be sub-
merged”

An interview with “still president” Klaus

Jeremy Clarkson 

As you know, the old Jeremy Clarkson 
wasn’t worried about the effects of cli-
mate change. I mean, who cared if a 
few ski resorts melted away in Switzer-
land, or if North Carolina was knocked 
over by a hurricane? I’m a hardcore 
motorist!

But lately, I have come to the realiza-
tion that climate change is going to af-
fect me. And that’s unacceptable.

The predicted rise in sea levels will 
result in major flooding in the Isle of 
Man, where I own a property. And I 
have spent most of my ‘alone-time’ be-
hind the wheel of my Mitsubishi Evo X 
gunning up and down the highways 
and byways of that fine isle.

But no more. I do not want to be held 
responsible for the disaster that awaits 
us. And driving a car like the Evo X 
means burning a hole in the biosphere 
large enough for several species to fall 
through.

Instead, I have discovered the de-
lights of driving an electric car. I recent-
ly got my hands on one of the first re-
leased Tesla Roadsters. I wasn’t driving 
to Damascus, but consider me convert-

from Daimler to  
Damascus 

ed! It will help prevent the Isle of Man 
from going underwater, and, most im-
portantly, it is FUN!

This is what I think the green move-
ment has been missing. The Roadster 
has enough torque to convert any speed 
enthusiast. And besides, now that ev-
eryone’s aware that their survival is at 
stake, it’s nowhere near as much fun to 
drive that gas guzzler. People really get 
up in your grill! People were blockad-
ing my driveway to keep me and my 
Evo off the streets!

You say electric vehicles still have 
emissions  because they draw power 
from the grid? Not if you do like me and 
charge it up with your very own wind 
turbine. These things pay for them-
selves much faster than you think, and 
wind is something that we have an 
abundance of on this little island of 
mine.

So, I call on my loyal readers and 
fans (I know there are millions of you): 
Start your own revolution, right in your 
own driveway. With the new speed lim-
its and stricter emissions laws, you 
don’t have much choice! 

“Now, with a 
strong climate 
deal in place ... 
the U.S. has  
rejoined the 
international 
community.”

Vaclav Klaus,  Czech Republic President.
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top CEos 
take to the 
streets

Stocks in clean energy were on the up 
last night while uranium mining and nu-
clear reactor construction were at his-
toric lows as investors scrambled to 
dump shares in the doomed industries. 
The moves followed the announcement 
at the Copenhagen Climate Summit that 
endorsed green power and said nuclear 
energy would have no place in any 
schemes to cut global carbon emissions. 

Huge amounts of investment capital 
have been shifted to companies special-
izing in renewable energy, which con-

Renewables stock bullish 
NEW YORK

‘Ethical’ windfalls while 
traditional performers 
plummet

BY RICHARD VENTO 

Investors in fossil fuel companies are anxious to redirect their stock into more sustainable forms of energy production, in wake of climate treaty.

Dutch Prime Minister, Jan Peter Balkenende, inspects the latest hi-tech 
water engineering technology under development. The Netherlands has 
centuries of experience in this field and they are gearing up for low-cost 
exports to developing nations that will still be effected by some sea-level 
rise, even with a cap on emissions in place.

GREENPEACE/ ERIC DE mILDT

A gaggle of CEOs from some of the big-
gest credit card companies assembled 
peaceably to protest the new worldwide 
ban on cheap carbon “offsets” as a 
method for mitigating global warming-
causing pollutants. 

“What’s with this sudden rash of re-
sponsibility? I hope it’s a fad,” said one 
credit company executive. “When it 
comes to emissions trading, we support 
the method of issuing free emissions 
permits and letting polluters ‘offset’ 
their emissions with offshore projects. 
It’s a lot like the credit business.” 

Credit card companies pioneered a 
business model that meant consumers 
could charge purchases to their credit 
accounts without interest for a short 
time. They then let debtors transfer bal-
ances from one card to another, to again 
delay payment. Eventually, customers 
are faced with massive accrued interest, 
much higher than if they had just paid 
their bills the first time. 

Clearly uncomfortable in the role of 
street protesters, the high-powered ex-
ecutives awkwardly held signs with 
messages such as “Why pay now when 
you can pay later?”, “We have no inter-
est in the environment” and “A terrible 
climate for investment.” 

“We tried to get our interns and lack-
eys to do this stupid street protesting for 
us, but they told us to go f*** ourselves,” 
said one CEO. “The creation of all these 
green jobs means you just can’t find ser-
vile help anymore.” 

“Under emissions trading schemes, 
weak offsets are like credit cards for the 
planet. You delay the inevitable, don’t 
pay what you owe as you go, and then, 
years later, when it’s too late, you’ve 
paid ten times more than you would 
have if you dealt with the problem earli-
er. And you have to sell the house. Or 
abandon the planet. You see what I 
mean. It’s worked for us since day one; 
it can work for humanity too.” 

If polluting companies are provided 
with free ‘credit,’ it encourages them to 
find low-cost ways to offset the carbon 
they produce, rather than reduce their 
own emissions directly. It can artificially 
reduce the overall carbon price, making 
the real solutions like cleaner produc-
tion less competitive. Eventually, the 
real carbon debt causes serious climate 
change, just as the ‘interest free’ period 
on a credit card eventually expires. 

However, the trading scheme rules 
agreed in Copenhagen exclude this 
kind of loop-hole, forcing real action 
now and keeping credit sharks out of 
the market. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.  

Credit card companies do 
not agree with U.N. ban on 
Co2 offsets  

BY MORTEN LOANER

Business

Companies pushing now-discredited 
“carbon capture and sequestration” 
technology (CCS) as the ‘solution’ to 
climate change are scrambling to save 
themselves from bankruptcy. CCS was 
initially lauded by politicians as a cut-
ting-edge method that would make 
coal plants environmentally friendly. It 
is now clear that CCS simply does not 
work.

According to experts, any kind of 
underground sequestration is merely a 
temporary solution. Eventually, CO2 

will escape back into the atmosphere. 

GENEVA

Underground storage not 
a climate solution
BY pERsEpHONE HAYDEs

tributes directly to countries’ ability to 
meet their targets under the new deal. 
Stocks in wind turbine and solar panel 
companies such as Vestas Wind Sys-
tems, Yansa, Gamesa Corporación 
Tecnológica, Sunpower and Trina So-
lar finished the day at double, triple 
and even quadruple their opening 
prices. 

Prices of shares in the likes of min-
ing corporation Rio Tinto, uranium 
stockpiler Nufcor Uranium Limited 
and French nuclear giant Areva plum-
meted on the news that the global 
community regards nuclear energy as 
unable to help combat climate change. 
Brokers on the floors of stock ex-
changes around the world were seen 
in tears one moment only to be jump-
ing with delight the next. One broker 
at the New York Stock Exchange said, 

“Half of my investors were paupers 
this morning and half were million-
aires. By this afternoon, they switched 
places. It’s been a crazy day.” 

Investor panic was triggered sec-
onds after the publication of the sum-
mit’s statement, which damned nucle-
ar energy as ‘an expensive and unsafe 
technology with unacceptable associ-
ated economic and environmental im-
pacts.’ It added that nuclear power ‘un-
dermines climate protection by taking 
resources away from more effective 
and clean solutions.’ Renewable ener-
gy and energy efficiency programs 
were endorsed in the statement, which 
said, ‘compared to nuclear power, wind 
power at today’s costs replaces twice 
as much carbon per invested dollar and 
energy efficiency measures three to six 
times more.’ 

While some analysts predicted the 
‘dirty stocks’ crash, fewer had fore-
seen the windfall profits to the mar-
ginal and smaller players. One man-
ager of an investment fund under the 
little-known ‘ethical’ investment sec-
tor was thrilled, but somewhat be-
mused by the news of a massive leap 
in the unit price. 

“In ethical stocks we are used to 
modest and slow growth. We had 
some high hopes for our innovative 
hemp futures, but this clean energy 
business has outstripped the entire 
portfolio,” she said. “Our investors 
will see profits like never before. I’m 
not sure what many of them will do 
with it, as they already live in alterna-
tive communities, growing much of 
their own food and using wind and so-
lar power themselves.” 

Gas burial funds put to 
better use

day,” admitted a European prime minis-
ter who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity. “I had no choice. They had financed 
my election and our government was in 
so many ways dependent on them. But 
when thousands of people started 
peacefully blocking roads, rail lines,and 
docks, and occupying our offices and 
disrupting our meetings I was suddenly 
able to point out the window and say: we 
can’t do this anymore. We need to 
change.”

“I got tired of seeing Parliament half-
empty because people were handcuff-
ing themselves to each other in offices 
and blocking doors every day,” said 
Gordon Brown, Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom. “And I got tired of the 
media reporting incessantly on the pro-
testers. Our only solution was to listen.”

“It got to the point where I started do-
ing my government business at a wi-fi 
café,” said Sir Nicholas Winterton, a 
Conservative MP. “But then someone 
would spot me, they’d ‘Twitter’ or what-
ever, and soon I’d be surrounded by a 
horde of activists telling me about ice-
bergs and refugees. They were fairly 
polite, but I got precious little work 
done.”

Even though most of its aims have 
been achieved, Beyondtalk.net and the 
civil disobedience it supports will con-
tinue. “There’s no rest for the wicked, 
but there’s also no rest for us,” said Isa-
iah Motus, one of the website’s develop-
ers. “Our next step is to outlaw corpo-
rate lobbying. Maybe then we’ll be able 
to relax just a bit. “

From page 1

Activist site  
helped 

“It’s like trying to hold in a fart for all 
eternity. It just doesn’t work,” said No-
bel Laureate Herman Hebdige, tipsy 
from celebrating the success of the Co-
penhagen Climate Summit. Mean-
while, government funds originally 
earmarked for CCS are being diverted 
to the mass production of wind and so-
lar power, which doesn’t emit CO2 in 
the first place.

The coal industry is scrambling for 
new technologies to make coal plants 
ecologically sustainable. The latest 
proposals include a Star Trek-style 
matter transfer system to send carbon 
gases to the moon, and, said one coal 
CEO, “Time travel. We’re going to send 
carbon to a more advanced future ver-
sion of our civilization that will be bet-
ter equipped to deal with it.” 

thought of as a ‘pipe-dream’ by much of 
the industry. 

“We never understood how we were 
going to get places like Algeria and Lib-
ya to build nuclear power plants any-
way,” said a spokesman for French 
power company EDF. “Now those coun-
tries are going to be building solar farms 
and exporting the power to Europe.” 

Many developing countries are ex-
pected to benefit from serious funding 
to preserve tropical forests. The Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, which has 
long been ravaged by war, may now 
have a future. Revenues to halt defores-
tation will become dependent on gover-
nance, so the currently compromised 
government has a powerful incentive to 
reform. 

“Sure these countries are going to 
lose some of their extractive industry,” 
said Dimas Stanislav of the World Bank 
“but they never saw any of the profits 
from that anyway, and in exchange they 
got civil war and corruption. Now they 
can focus on building sustainable econ-
omies for themselves.” 

There were losers from the deal 
though, with BP, Exxon Mobil and Shell 
among companies reeling from the 
news from Copenhagen yesterday. 
Shares in the oil majors collapsed as the 
fossil fuel industry was effectively given 
just a few decades of operation. 

Under targets agreed at the Copen-
hagen Climate Summit global emis-
sions must fall by at least 90 percent by 
2050. Governments have also agreed to 
pull the plug on the 300 billion dollars in 
annual subsidies paid to the fossil fuel  
industry and invest the money in the 
transition to a clean economy. 

“Getting oil out of places like Sakha-
lin is difficult, dangerous and expen-

sive,” said Wim Cornelius of Shell Ex-
ploration and Production, referring to 
Shell’s new Siberian drilling platforms. 
“If we’d known that politicians were se-
rious about stopping global warming 
we’d never have bothered. We’d have 
left Sakhalin to the whales. Don’t even 
ask me about the Alberta Tar Sands.” 

Meanwhile analysts were question-
ing the decision of many large fossil fuel 
companies to wind down their alterna-
tive energy business just before it be-
came the hottest ticket in town. 

“We thought that was a good move at 
the time, but thinking about it today it’s 
hard to see why a business model based 
on wiping out life on Earth made sense,” 
said Joe Kazuki, an analyst with Gold-
man Sachs. “Mind you, back then we 
still thought sub-prime mortgages were 
a great bet.” 

As tension in the Middle East drained 
away, private defense firms issued a 
wave of profit warnings, while the pub-
lic relations industry instigated a wave 
of redundancies. Thousands of lobby-
ists and spin doctors are now looking for 
work in global capitals around the 
world. 

Some remain sceptical of the longev-
ity of these changes, however. 

 “We think this is a short-term fad. 
Just because politicians have done the 
right thing now, doesn’t mean they’re 
going to do that consistently,” said one 
PR practitioner, known for his work 
with controversial, polluting compa-
nies.

“We asked our leaders to put com-
pany profits ahead of the survival of the 
species, and they did. Just because that 
has now changed doesn’t mean we 
weren’t good at our jobs. It was a hell of 
an ask, and we couldn’t stand up to mil-
lions of outraged citizens.”

BRIEFLY

BRIEFLY

Manufacturing

Energy

UniTED STATES

Shoe giant switches product line 
Global brand Nike today announced a 
radical shift in their manufacturing 
processes to avoid any possible climate 
impacts from their practices.

Facing probing over their supply 
chain, which could include cattle raised 
on illegally logged Amazon rainforest, 
the company made an abrupt about-
face.

“If there is even the slightest chance 
that our suppliers can’t guarantee their 
leather is not Amazon-safe we’ve got to 
make a change,” said a company 
spokeswoman yesterday. “The world’s 
ancient rainforests are a vital carbon 
store and they protect biodiversity. For 
us, it’s just not worth the risk.”

Nike now says they are pioneering a 
‘new breakthrough in footwear tech-
nology’, effectively a running shoe with 
recycled aluminum in place of the 
leather upper. This new model, dubbed 
‘The Protector’, is being marketed as 
strong, water-proof and climate-friend-
ly. The materials are being supplied 
through an innovative cross-industry 
partnership with Coca-Cola, a move 
that will significantly cut the carbon 
footprint of both companies.

BElgiUM

“Green Nukes” advocates lock 
down to try to save reactor
A group of high level executives and 
advocates for the nuclear industry 
have locked themselves to a nuclear 
reactor in Belgium to prevent its de-
commissioning today. They say will 
remain there until their demands are 
met.

While the agreement made by the 
United Nations at the Copenhagen 
Climate Summit has been greeted as 
life-saving news by most of humanity, 
it has radically shaken the moorings 
of an elite group of the world’s energy 
executives. In the culmination of ca-
reers spent convincing the world that 
nuclear power was the only way to 
avoid the climate crisis, the group has 
resorted to direct action to make their 
views heard.

Early reports say that the small but 
well-dressed group included Anne 
Lauvergeon, CEO of Areva, Aris Can-
dris of Westinghouse Electric Com-
pany and Bill Poulson of the UK’s 
Sellafield Limited, as well as some 
well-known spokespersons for nucle-
ar power.

Now that the world has moved in a 
new direction, reducing climate 
change by halting deforestation, cut-
ting CO2 emissions and massively ex-
panding the use of wind and solar 
power, the nuclear industry has been 
made totally redundant and plant clo-
sures are due to start imminently. The 
spokesperson for the group said they 
would refuse to leave until all nuclear 
reactors are “set free to do what they 
were meant to do: provide power for 
the people.” The group then started 
chanting, “Give nukes a chance.”

The Belgian police were confused 
at first, having assumed that the 
group was green activists who want-
ed the reactor shut down as a danger-
ous, cancer-causing, expensive boon-
doggle. The police patiently explained 
to them that everything was fine, and 
that the protest was really unneces-
sary as the government was soon to 
turn it off. When the activists told 
them that that was exactly what they 
were trying to prevent with this ac-
tion, the police shook their heads and 
walked away.

“There’s another entrance on the 
other side the plant. Technicians can 
go in that way when they get here,” 
said Police Captain Herbert Marcuse. 
“I guess we’ll just let them stay. 
They’re not really hurting anyone, 
and everyone is entitled to have their 
say”.  

Markets soar on news of  
Copenhagen climate deal
From page 1
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CULTURE

Art Confines 
Lobbyists to 
the Lobby

PERSONAL

Horoscope
BY GAIA wILsON

Aries (March 21 — April 20)
Coal companies will work your nerves 
today but you will feel sorry for them 
when they go out of business. 

Taurus (April 21 — May 20)
Remember that plastic bottles are a 
thing of the past. To quench your 
thirst, you must first fill your thermos 
with water. Go on and drink up life, 
try something new today.

Scorpio (Oct. 24 — Nov. 22)
Few of us really know the difference 
between what is good for us and what 
is bad for us. Thank goodness that all 
genetically modified foods are now 
banned so we can eat without worry.  
Everything in moderation.

Gemini (May 21 — June 21)
You enjoy the dual purposes of things, 
like the way your food scraps can be 
turned into sustainable fuels. You 
know how to enjoy a scrumptious 
meal and save the atmosphere. So re-
member this duality in your dealings 
with loved ones today. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23 — Dec. 21)
There is a limit to what you can do with 
the resources available to you; wind, 
solar and geothermal power. Be thank-
ful for what nature provides and use all 
resources wisely.

Cancer (June 22 — July 22)
You are beginning to realize just how 
deeply you have come into a tricky 
situation. The good news is that it is 
actually nowhere near as precarious 
as the situation the oil companies are 
in. You still have options. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22 — Jan. 20)
Overwhelmed by the amount of fi-
nancial obligations that have sur-
faced? Just be consoled that you will 
finish paying your bills long before 
the nuclear power industry has set-
tled their debts and closed down and 
cleaned up all their plants. 

Leo (July 23 — Aug. 22)
Enjoy the limelight; it is here to stay. 
You will be as popular as solar power 
is and you can feel safe knowing that 
your energy will never run out.

Aquarius (Jan. 21 — Feb. 19)
Your fears that an important goal you 
are pursuing is little more than a pipe 
dream are unfounded. Perhaps you 
can have a retirement home in the 
Maldives islands without going un-
derwater after all? 

Virgo (Aug. 23 — Sept. 22)
Feeling stagnant? Change is in the air. 
Just like your car can be transformed 
from a gas guzzling engine to a bat-
tery electric power one, you too will 
experience a beautiful metamorpho-
sis. 

Pisces (Feb. 20 — March 20)
Lately you are struggling to find the 
secret, as it seems nothing lasts. Get 
connected with yourself to find the an-
swer. Don’t despair, take a walk in the 
forest. It’s a vital part of nature and so 
are you.

Libra (Sept. 23 — Oct. 23)
Feelings are running too high and it is 
important that you maintain your bal-
ance, the way developed countries 
must finally curb their carbon emis-
sions. Regardless of what your fears 
are about what might happen, the fu-
ture is brighter. 

Many multinational corporations were 
in Copenhagen to “lobby” the U.N. for 
more business-friendly ways to keep 
destroying the climate. At the Copen-
hagen Climate Summit, delegates 
were confronted with a mural made on 
12 km of canvas that displayed the 
handprint “signatures” of 350,000 chil-
dren from every country on Earth.

The historic piece of art is also a pe-
tition for a cap on CO2 levels in the at-
mosphere at 350 parts per million, or-
ganized with the help of www.350.org.  
Lobbyists were forced to walk over 
parts of the work each day on their way 
in and out of the conference center, a 
veritable sea of children’s pleas.

On the last day of the conference, 
the children wrapped their mural 
completely around the hotel where 
most of the corporate lobbyists were 
staying, in an echo of the oeuvre of 
Christo and Jean-Claude. Those in-
side could not attend the final day’s 
meetings, as none of them wanted to 
be seen destroying art produced by 
children.

However, no-one noticed their ab-
sence until the end of the day, when 
the U.N. Secretary General told re-
porters: “We have a hunch why every-
thing went so smoothly today.” Fol-
lowing this interactive art installation, 
corporate lobbyists were banned from 
all future international climate nego-
tiations.

All is not going smoothly with Robert 
Redford’s slated blockbuster ‘The Co-
penhagen Protocol’ according to Hol-
lywood sources. The Academy award 
winning director is in talks with a slew 
of ‘green’ A-listers as he puts together a 
star studded cast to bring to the silver 
screen the true-life story of how the cli-
mate and the planet were saved.  

A top Los Angeles agent who repre-
sents several of the stars under consid-
eration has raised concerns about the 
effect on his clients’ public profile. 
“Well it’s easy to be, you know, ‘green’,” 
he confided. “You drive around in one 
of those half-assed electric contrap-
tions and get your face in the paper on 
Earth Day planting some skinny-look-
ing sapling. But putting yourself for-
ward for a project like this opens you 
up to scrutiny.”

“It only takes one scummy paparaz-
zo to go through the garbage and find 
out you don’t recycle and you’re dead 
in this town – never mind printing the 
fact you trashed an ecologically impor-
tant site during your last location shoot 
or you sent your private jet to Chicago 
for pizza. They’re very nervous about 
this, I tell ya.”

Doubts were also cast on the viabil-
ity of the project when it became obvi-
ous that the cast would have to be nine-
ty nine per cent men. “Box office poi-
son,” revealed an insider. “Ok, you’ve 
got Cameron (Diaz) and Julia (Roberts) 

‘Copenhagen protocol’ 
Troubled 

COPENHAGEN  

yesterday in Copenhagen, 
youthful art was able to 
change the world

BY VINCENT CAN DO

vying for the part of Angela Merkel but 
you can’t stack the rest of the movie 
with grey men in suits, even if they are 
played by the likes of Brad Pitt and 
Leonardo (DiCaprio).”

“Then you’ve also got to realize 
you’re asking actors to play the part of 
living people – some of them not very 
attractive.”

A close friend of Redford admitted 
the former actor was also concerned 
about audience demographics. “Bob’s 
worried about who the audience will 
be. It’s not a chick-flick or a rom-com, 
which just leaves political action thrill-
er,” he admitted. 

“It was a dramatic few months to-
wards the end of 2009 but there’s no 
tension because everybody knows it 
ended well, thank God,” he said. “And 

you can’t spice it up with car chases and 
helicopter gun ships because it is about 
the climate for chrissakes!”

Talks are scheduled to take place 
between Redford and the producers 
next week to try and rescue the project. 
A spokesman for the director/actor/en-
vironmentalist insisted that things 
were still on track.

 “Mr Redford is keen to commit this 
ground-breaking period in the Earth’s 
history to celluloid,” she said. “Thanks 
to the leadership and commitment of a 
handful of far-sighted and courageous 
politicians, millions of lives will be 
saved.That should be celebrated by the 
creative community.”

“This bunch of precious narcissists 
need to get over themselves, stop 
throwing hissy-fits and get on  board.”

Redford at a charity function, still passionate about climate protection.

QBAC07

LOS ANGELES

Redford says he’s still 
committed despite indus-
try cold feet

BY JOHN HANCOCK
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1 She saved U’sr’pr 
4  A bird will lay one  
 early in a warming  
 world
7  Gray sea eagle  
 impacted by climate  
 change
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13 Poison
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38 modern
39 You call one to stop  
 a climate crime
41 Dollars Exxon paid 
 to climate skeptics
44 Freudian term
46 Dark Knight Foe
49 Past
50 montreal metro,  
 for short
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56  Before, poetically
57  Fight
59  Sub-optimal solar  
 panel locale
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 Billy Joe
66 The world, in Bonn
68 Still
70  To be
71 Woburn Airport, on  
 a luggage tag
72 Hit a fly
73 What oil does 
75 Sayings by Christ
78 Right angle to a  
 ships length
80 Caress
81  Touch affectionately
82  Remnant
83 Swag
84 Side note
86  Show
88  Unblinking
91 Famed fiction  
 author Singer
92 To ____ the world of  
 nuclear weapons
94 Second to last mo.

95 You won’t be able  
 to do this in the  
 alps
97  When governments  
  keep saying they’ll  
  act on climate  
  change
99  And so forth
100 Escudo
101 Tiny dot
103 Compass point
105 Lake ____, China,  
  where early Algae  
  Bloom was blamed  
  on global warming
106 Clean coal, safe  
  nuclear power,  
  flying pigs
108 Polar-orbiting  
  satellites monitor 
  ing ice retreat for  
  NASA
110 Low-lying island  
  nation threatened  
  by sea level rise,  
  initially
112 Chances that  
  carbon capture and  
  storage will ever  
  work
114 Airport abbr.
116 Route of travel by  
  planes
120 Large mammal  
  threatened by  
  climate change 
121 Day of wk.
123 Bus? Train? Bike?  
  Least efficient  
  transport

125 Long time
126 Amount of money  
  Exxon gave  
  Competitive Enter 
  prise Institute to  
  deny climate  
  change was real
128 Snatch
131 The time to act  
  against runaway  
  climate change
132 Language in which  
  to speak to deaf  
  politicians 
133 Syrup declining  
  in production in  
  North America due  
  to climate change
135 Crop the Amazon is  
  being cleared to  
  grow
137 mutt
139 “That oil exec’s  
  daughter’s not fat,  
  she’s just big ___”
141 Oil cartel
143 Flightless birds
145 When spring  
  comes in a warmer  
  world
147 Regions
148 What birds do  
  earlier in a warmer  
  world
149 Sap
150 White poplar  
  impacted by global  
  warming
151 Do like the US  
  Senate, and fail to  

  ratify the Kyoto  
  Protocol
152 methane, e.g.
153 Trinitrotoluene
154 Plan for caging  
  CO2, initially

Down
1 Survivalists will do  
 this with food 
2 Paid millions to  
 undermine climate  
 science
3 City where first  
 Earth Summit was  
 held, briefly
4 Enemy of action
5 ___ Dee Pee,  
 bottom line for  
 many a politician
6 Veep turned activist
7 Lake that caught fire  
 in 70s
8   Grp seeking to save 
 Amazon
9 Expensive way to 
 boil water
10 Those who make 
 the food laws (abbr.)
11 Country home to  
 second largest  
 intact ancient  
 forest, briefly
12 Synthetic resin
13 Teaspoon (abbr.)
14 Kyoto - Kanazawa  
 dir.
16 Taboos
17 Ruffle
18 Ailing

 by parasite linked to  
 global warming
60 Shaken for Bond
61 mary Phelps Jacob  
 invention that  
 replaced the whale 
 bone corset
62 Correct
64 Greek name in  
  shipping
67  Lukewarm
69  Recorded
71  These will increase  
 in a green economy
72  Sego lilies’ bulbs
74  UN day dedicated 
  to ecology
76  Slot
77  Owned
79  Cave dweller
84  Chichi
85  Cult
87  Baseball team  
  that, er, traded  
  away Babe Ruth
89  Small particle
90  Causes 554,000  
  asthma attacks 
  38,200 heart  
  attacks every year.
91  Female (abr.)
93  Some say the  
  world will end in  
  fire, some in ____
96  Barrel
98  Goose egg
100 Eastern Time
101 Paranormal energy  
  balls
102 Licensed practical  

19 Exhaust
26 You use it to wipe  
 a floor, or abbreviate  
 a meeting
28 Rested
30 How you get a living  
 out of lands made  
 less productive by  
 climate change
33 Whiz
35 Town dump  
 emission
37 Energy sources like  
 solar, wind, briefly
38 Nuclear fuel which  
 regularly crosses  
 ocean from France  
 to Japan
40 Sphere
42 Promissory note
43 Cntry responsible  
 for 25 percent of all  
 Greenhouse Gas  
 emissions
45 Gossip
46 Semite
47 These and oil  
 cannot be sought in  
 Antarctica
48 Seaweed that  
 captures carbon
49 Deforestation tool
51 “Share my World”  
 artist, initially
53 Ethanol boom state  
 during the maize  
 craze
54 Early CO2 emitter
55 Permit
58 Shellfish decimated  

  nurse
104 Clairvoyance
107 Oil barons in Iraq?  
  The foxes in charge  
  of the ____ house.
109 Post-Katrina power  
  source
111 Re_____able
113 males
115 American Cancer  
  Society (abbr.)
117 Act in opposition to
118 Prune
119 Recess
120 Hubbub
121 “Patrick _________  
  is a big fat liar”  
  parody website
122 Holder
124 With
127 Forte
129 One is destroyed  
  every nine 
  seconds  
  in the Amazon
130 Steers
131 BB association
132 Spots
133 Dining hall
134 What CO2 sources  
  do
136 What the US  
  congressional vote 
  on Kyoto should  
  have been
138 Seed bread
140 Hearing part
142 Legume
144 Vase
146 most basic
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